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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-2, 5-7, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fantone et al. 

Regarding claim 1, Fantone et al discloses a cardholder consisting of: a one-piece 
transparent plastic material forming a magnifying lens and configured as a rectangle-shaped 
cardholder with dimensions approximating a standardized card carried by a person (Column 18, 
line 19-Column 19, line 7 and Column 21, lines 41-56, wherein the rectangle-shaped cardholder 
"330" includes a lenticular lens portion, i.e. a magnifying portion, "332" and is made of a one- 
piece transparent resin material to hold standardized card "340", Figures 36-37), wherein the 
rectangle-shaped cardholder has a lens viewing portion and at least one pair of tracks along 
parallel edges of the cardholder for slipping on and off one or more standardized cards (Column 
18, line 19-Column 19, line 7, wherein the rectangle-shaped cardholder "330" includes lens 
viewing portion "332" and channels, i.e. tracks, "334" and "336" which hold card "340", Figures 
36-37), the pair of tracks are formed of folded tab-like extensions of the one-piece plastic 
material at a pair of opposing edges of the rectangle (Shown in Figures 36-37, wherein the tracks 
are channels "334" and "336", which are folded tab-like extensions of the display frame "330"). 
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Regarding claim 2, Fantone et al further discloses that the tracks are J-shaped (Figure 37, 
wherein channels "334" and "336" are J-shaped). 

Regarding claim 5, Fantone et al further discloses that the one-piece plastic material is 
formed of a thermoplastic material (Column 21, Hnes 41-56, wherein the holder "330" is made of 
resin, i.e. a thermoplastic material) and is coated on either side thereof, except for the lens 
viewing portion of the cardholder, with an opaque finish (Column 18, line 57-Column 19, line 7, 
wherein the holder "330" is coated with a logo or business or trade name, i.e. an opaque finish, 
on surface area "333" outside of the lenticular portion "332", Figures 36-37). 

Regarding claim 6, Fantone et al further discloses that the size, shape, and position of the 
viewing portion is determined on the basis of the level of viewing desired, although limited by 
the surface dimensions of the cardholder (Column 18, line 19-Column 19, line 37, wherein the 
dimensions of the lenticular portion '*332" is determined based on the viewing desired, but is 
limited by the size of the holder "330", Figures 36-38). 

Regarding claim 7, Fantone et al further disclose that the lens viewing portion covers a 
rectangle-shaped area having its elongated side extending parallel to the pair of tracks (Shown in 
Figure 36, wherein the lens viewing portion is "332" has elongated sides parallel to channels 
"334" and "336"). 

Regarding claim 13, Fantone et al fiirther discloses that the one-piece plastic material is 
constituted by a thin thermoplastic sheet made of material taken from the group consisting of 
polyvinyl chloride, polycarbonate, polyester, or the like (Column 10, lines 24-33 and Column 21, 
lines 41-56, wherein the holders are made of polycarbonate or a resin). 



Application/Control Number: 10/774,434 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2873 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fantone et al in view of Yang US Patent 5,999,336 (herein referred to as Yang '336). 

Regarding claims 4, 8, and 11, Fantone et al discloses a cardholder as shown above, 
wherein the one-piece plastic material has an opaque finish at either side thereof, except for the 
lens viewing portion (Column 18, Hne 57-Column 19, line 7, wherein the holder "330" is coated 
with a logo or business or trade name, i.e. an opaque finish, on surface area "333" outside of the 
lenticular portion "332", Figures 36-37), but does not specifically disclose that the lens viewing 
portion is constituted by firesnel contour lines that are stamped on either side of the one-piece 
plastic material comprising the cardholder or that the cardholder contains a cutaway at one or 
both of the other pair of opposing edges of the rectangle-shaped cardholder to enable easy 
removal of a card from the cardholder. Yang '336 teaches of a cardholder including a 
magnifying lens wherein the magnifying lens is made of fresnel contour lines that are stamped 
on either side of the lens portion (Column 3, Unes 21-40, wherein the cardholder "10" includes a 
fresnel lens "12", Figures 1-5) for the purpose of providing a magnifying lens for enhanced 
viewing of standard cards (Column 2, lines 53-64) wherein the cardholder contains a cutaway at 
one or both of the other pair of opposing edges of the rectangle-shaped cardholder to enable easy 
removal of a card from the cardholder (Column 3, lines 21-40, wherein the rectangle-shaped 
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cardholder "10" has cutaways "18", Figures 1, 3, and 5) for the purpose of providing more 
surface area for the fingers to grab and pull out the card in either direction (Column 3, lines 21- 
40), Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made for the lens viewing portion of to be constituted by fresnel contour lines that 
are stamped on either side of the one-piece plastic material comprising the cardholder and for the 
cardholder to contain a cutaway at one or both of the other pair of opposing edges of the 
rectangle-shaped cardholder to enable easy removal of a card from the cardholder since Yang 
'336 teaches of a cardholder including a magnifying lens wherein the magnifying lens is made of 
fresnel contour lines that are stamped on either side of the lens portion for the purpose of 
providing a magnifying lens for enhanced viewing of standard cards wherein the cardholder 
contains a cutaway at one or both of the other pair of opposing edges of the rectangle-shaped 
cardholder to enable easy removal of a card from the cardholder for the purpose of providing 
more surface area for the fingers to grab and pull out the card in either direction. 

Regarding claim 9, Fantone et al and Yang '336 disclose and teach of a cardholder as 
shown above and Fantone et al further discloses that the tracks are J-shaped (Figure 37, wherein 
channels "334" and "336" are J-shaped). 

Regarding claim 10, Fantone et al and Yang '336 disclose and teach of a cardholder as 
shown above and Fantone et al further discloses that the size, shape, and position of the viewing 
portion is determined on the basis of the level of viewing desired, although limited by the surface 
dimensions of the cardholder (Column 18, line 19-Column 19, line 37, wherein the dimensions 
of the lenticular portion "332" is determined based on the viewing desired, but limited by the 
size of the holder "330", Figures 36-38). 
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Regarding claim 12, Fantone et al and Yang *336 disclose and teach of a cardholder as 
shown above and Fantone et al further discloses that the one-piece plastic material is constituted 
by a thin thermoplastic sheet made of material taken from the group consisting of polyvinyl 
chloride, polycarbonate, polyester, or the like (Column 10, lines 24-33 and Column 21, lines 41- 
56, wherein the holders are made of polycarbonate or a resin). 

Claims 14, 18-21, and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fantone et al in view of Finkelstein et al '430. 

Regarding claims 14, 18-21, and 23-25, Fantone et al discloses a method of making a 
one-piece magnifying lens cardholder comprising: forming a one-piece clear plastic sheet into a 
rectangle shape of a standardized card (Column 18, line 19-Column 19, line 7 and Column 21, 
lines 41-56, wherein the rectangle-shaped cardholder "330" includes a lenticular lens portion, i.e. 
a magnifying portion, "332" and is made of a one-piece transparent resin material to hold 
standardized card "340", Figures 36-37) with tab-like extension of the plastic sheet provided at a 
pair of opposing edges of the rectangle (Column 18, line 19-Column 19, line 7, wherein the 
rectangle-shaped cardholder "330" includes channels, i.e. tracks, "334" and "336", Figures 36- 
37), the folded edges forming at least a pair of tracks on a same side of the cardholder (Figures 
36-37) but does not specifically disclose that the sheet has fresnel contour lines at a portion 
thereof; or that the plastic sheet is covered by an opaque coating using a mask except on the 
viewing portion after the fresnel lens is formed and before the heating of the plastic material, and 
wherein the plastic material is heated to form the tracks from tab-like extensions by heating the 
material to 180 degrees. Finkelstein et al '430 teaches of a card with a fresnel lens for the 
purpose of providing a magnifying lens that will not interfere with the card (Column 6, lines 16- 
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52, wherein the card "10" has fresnel lens "60", Figure 3), wherein the card is covered by an 
opaque coating using a mask except on the viewing portion after the fresnel lens is formed and 
before the heating of the plastic material, for the purpose of providing the necessary graphics on 
the plastic and forming a region for the magnifying lens (Column 10, lines 26-34, wherein the 
opaque layer "306" is printed on using a silk screen, i.e. mask. Figures 17-19), and wherein the 
plastic material is heated for the purpose of obtaining the desired shape (Column 9, line 66- 
Column 10, line 9, Figure 15). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made for the method of making a cardholder of Fantone et 
al to further include the lens be made of fresnel contour lines, wherein the plastic sheet is 
covered by an opaque coating using a mask except on the viewing portion, and wherein the 
plastic material is heated to form the tracks from tab-like extensions by heating the material to 
180 degrees since Finkelstein et al '430 teaches of a card with a fresnel lens for the purpose of 
providing a magnifying lens that will not interfere with the card that is to be held, wherein the 
card is covered by an opaque coating using a mask except on the viewing portion after the 
fresnel lens is formed and before the heating of the plastic material for the purpose of providing 
the necessary graphics on the plastic and forming a region for the magnifying lens, and wherein 
the plastic material is heated for the purpose of obtaining the desired shape. 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fantone et 
al in view of Finkelstein et al '430 an further in view of Yang '336. 

Regarding claims 15-16, Fantone et al and Finkelstein et al '430 disclose and teach of a 
method of making a cardholder as shown above, but do not specifically disclose that the method 
includes cutting away a portion of at an edge thereof other than at a location of the tab extensions 
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of the rectangle.. Yang '336 teaches of a cardholder including a magnifying lens wherein the 
cardholder contains a cutaway at one or both of the other pair of opposing edges of the rectangle- 
shaped cardholder to enable easy removal of a card from the cardholder (Column 3, lines 21-40, 
wherein the rectangle-shaped cardholder "10" has cutaways "18", Figures 1, 3, and 5) for the 
purpose of providing more surface area for the fingers to grab and pull out the card in either 
direction (Column 3, lines 21-40). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made for the method of Fantone et al and Finkelstein 
et al '430 to further include cutting away a portion of at an edge thereof other than at a location 
of the tab extensions of the rectangle since Yang '336 teaches of a cardholder including a 
magnifying lens wherein the cardholder contains a cutaway at one or both of the other pair of 
opposing edges of the rectangle-shaped cardholder to enable easy removal of a card from the 
cardholder for the purpose of providing more surface area for the fingers to grab and pull out the 
card in either direction. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed February 7, 2005, with respect to the 
rejections of claims 1-25, as these claims are amended, under obviousness type double patenting 
and 102/103 in view of Yang '336 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon ftirther consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Fantone et al. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Valdez et al is cited as having some similar structure to the claimed invention. 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica T. Stultz whose telephone number is (571) 272-2339. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30: 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on 571-272-2328. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jessica Stultz 
Patent Examiner 
AU2873 ' 
March 7, 2005 
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